102 wk5 W18 


Week 5 

—Writing about Literature 

Draft of paper #1 due 

2/5-219 

Begin Unit 2: Sociological Interpretation 

Paper #1 Due 

Week 6 

—“That’s not funny!” The politics of humor 

IRP #7: “The Catbird Seat” 

2/12-2/16 

—Class, Race & Gender in “Everyday Use” 

IRP #8: “Everyday Use” 

Week 7 

—Creole culture in Chopin’s stories 

IRP #9: Bayou Folk 

2/19-2/23 

—Antigone and Civil Disobedience 

IRP #10: Antigone 

Week 8 

—Biographical v. Sociological Interpretation 

Draft of paper #2 due 

2/26-3/2 

—Groundwork for the research paper 

Paper #2 Due 

Week 9 

SPRING 


3/5-9 

BREAK 



MONDAY: 

Prep: Powerpoint: Everything You Learned about the Right Way to Write is Wrong. 
Top 10 Writing Mistakes... 

Due: Working draft of paper #1 

Assign: Paper #1 

Discussion: 

1. The essence of what I teach about writing in ENG 101 

a. un-teaching 

b. the essentials of good collegiate level writing 

c. how/why I grade the way I do 

2. Peer editing (leave 20 minutes for this!) 


TOP 10 WRITING MISTAKES TO AVOID 


• Opinions, beliefs or feelings presented without evidence. 

• Lack of specificity (not enough details, examples, direct quotations, etc. to clarify 
and support your points) 

• Lack of precision (vague statements that leave your reader wondering “What 
exactly do you mean by that?”) 





• Too informal (“I got pulled over by a cop”) or too simplistic (“What that character 
did was just stupid”) 

• Wording that is unclear or confusing (don’t be afraid to re-state for clarity’s sake) 

• Wasted words. (Don’t bother writing down something we all already know!) 

• Missing or misplaced apostrophes 

• Spelling and/or usage errors (“usage” in this sense = correctly spelled, but wrong 
word, like writing “I’ll except that Christmas present!”) 

• Missing transitions 

• The dreaded comma (one mark of punctuation with so many varied uses....) 


WEDNESDAY: 

Prep: IRP #7 Thurber 
Due: Paper #1 
Assign: IRP #7 
Discussion: 

1) The I-search paper revisited 

2) From Biographical to Sociological Interpretation 

Ch. 43 (Bio, 2174; Soc, 2194; Gender, 2198; Cul., 2212) 
The death of the author. 


3) Vision & Re-vision: Reviewing some earlier readings: 

Plath’s “Daddy” re-viewed: Sylvia, who’s your “Daddy”? 




